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27 May 2020 
 
 
Dear SSSI Member 
 
The past few months could not have been predicted by anyone. What is clear is the Surveying & Spatial 
Sciences Institute is a resilient organisation that thrives on challenges and responds well to change. This is due 
to our strong membership base, dedicated volunteers and loyal staff. 2020 will be remembered not just 
because of the difficulties we have faced, but how as a profession we have overcome these challenges in our 
path. 
 
It has been an active year and we encourage you to read our “Year in Review” at the end of this letter which 
outlines many of our achievements. Highlights include our members and sponsors rallying to support those in 
need via the National Bushfire Recovery Map-a-thon, bringing Australian and South East Asian surveyors 
together through the SEASC event in Darwin, mentoring our future professionals through the YP Mentoring 
program and adapting in times of uncertainty through a comprehensive webinar series to ensure our members 
remain engaged and informed.   
 
To thank you for your loyalty, passion and service, SSSI is pleased to announce the introduction of two new 
exciting initiatives – the SSSI MemberOne Program and free webinars for members.  
 
SSSI MemberOne Program 
SSSI has set an ambitious task of doubling its membership over the next three years. Our aim is to be visible, 
active and inclusive of the entire surveying and spatial science profession. Over the years you have helped us 
achieve our goals and your continued support is appreciated. To thank you for your ongoing commitment SSSI, 
we have developed the SSSI MemberOne Program.  
 
This is essentially an incentive scheme for existing members to introduce new financial members to SSSI. The 
more financial members you refer, the greater discount you will receive to your SSSI membership fee.  The 
following outlines the discounts offered: 
 

 Introduce one new person that becomes a financial member during 20/21FY and receive 20% 
discount off your membership fee in 21/22FY 

 Introduce two new people that become financial members during 20/21FY and receive 25% discount 
off your membership fee in 21/22FY 

 Introduce three new people that become financial members during 20/21FY and receive 30% 
discount off your membership fee in 21/22FY. 

 
More details about the SSSI MemberOne Program will be sent to members in coming months. Help us achieve 
our membership goals by encouraging your colleagues to become members of SSSI and enjoy savings on your 
future membership fees.   
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Free webinars for members  
COVID-19 has made all of us readjust our business practices. In the past, SSSI has offered an extensive events 
calendar to our members and the wider spatial community. This program has included webinars, however 
recent circumstances have meant that all SSSI events moved online. This expanded webinar program proved 
valuable to the profession and ensured that members could continue to meet their CPD and learning needs.  
 
However, we have listened to your feedback and as of 1 July 2020, all webinars will be offered at no charge to 
financial SSSI members. When we do return to face to face events, we will ensure that event pricing is 
reflective of a signficant financial advantage to SSSI members compared to non members.  
 
We look forward to the next 12 months with great enthusiasm. A few key initaitives we look forward to in the 
coming year include:  
 

 Continuing our international outreach and collaboration through the development of a four part 
member exclusive webinar series which will be delivered in partnership with Open Geospatial 
Consortium (OGC) from July 2020. In addition, SSSI will present a bid to the International Federation 
of Surveyors to host the 2025 FIG Working Week.   

 A comprehensive review of existing SSSI Certification programs, to ensure they are robust, accessible 
and offer significant value to professionals and their employers. New certification programs will also 
be investigated.   

 The rebrand and relaunch of the existing Women in Spatial Special Interest Group to Diversity and 
Inclusion in Surveying & Spatial Special Interest Group. This is in recognition of the increasing 
importance of improving diversity and inclusion in all areas of the spatial industry. 

 Active involvement in Australia’s Space and Spatial Industry Road Map 2030 that will leverage the two 
emerging sectors of space and spatial. Close collaboration between those sectors will no doubt 
deliver opportunities for our members, particularly for those in the Remote Sensing and 
Photogrammetry Commission.  

 
SSSI recognises that COVID-19 has severely impacted the finances of our members - as you have been with us 
during the good and challenging times, we want to be there for you. Please contact membership@sssi.org.au if 
you wish to discuss alternative payment options available to ensure you continue your SSSI membership and 
remain part of our professional network.  
 
With our dedicated staff as well as our committed volunteer base, SSSI looks towards the next 12 months with 
enthusiasm and optimism. Please renew your membership at your earliest convenience and be part of SSSI’s 
next chapter.   
 
Yours sincerely 
 

      
Dr Zaffar Sadiq Mohamed-Ghouse FRGS FSSSI   Tony Wheeler 
President       Chief Executive Officer 
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Year in Review 
 

● Sustaining Partners and Sponsors. We are grateful for the ongoing support of our regional and national 
Sustaining Partners and event sponsors. Our connection to industry through these relationships is pivotal 
to the success of SSSI.  
 

● Fellowships conferred. A number of our respected SSSI members were conferred Fellow and Honorary 
Fellow status during the past year.  
 
Honorary Fellowships  

 Dr Andrew Barnicoat  
 Associate Professor Chris Bellman 
 Gypsy Bhalla 
 Bernard O’Sullivan 
 Professor Abbas Rajabifard 
 Rob Sarib 

 
Fellowships  

 Peter Kinne 
 Associate Professor Dipak Paudyal 

 
● South East Asia Survey Congress, Darwin. Built around the theme of Communication, Collaboration and 

Capacity-building, this event brought ASEAN and Australian surveying practioners together. In addition, the 
inaugural Youth Forum provided an opportunity for young professionals both in ASEAN countries and 
Australia to develop next generation collaboration.  
 

● Active and relevant events calendar. Well over 100 learning and networking events were held for SSSI 
members and industry professionals all over Australia, creating opportunities for increased connection 
between professionals as well as gaining valuable continuing professional development. We have delivered 
to date 24 webinars, with a total of over 2700 participants, including the SSSI/ICSM Upgrades to the AGRS 
Series, which has had over 1700 viewers. 
 

● Asia-Pacific Spatial Excellence Awards (APSEA). In 2019, APSEA dinners were held all over Australia and 
New Zealand announcing regional winners. This year, for the first time ever, the Oceanic APSEA ceremony 
will be held online. APSEALIVE will celebrate finalists and announce the Oceanic 2019 APSEA winners. 

 
● SSSI National Bushfire Recovery Map-a-thon. In response to the devastating bushfires affecting many 

parts of Australia, the Map-a-thon was held on 9 February 2020. Over 600 national and international 
surveying and spatial science professionals mapped a total area of 2,793,879 hectares, with 15,731 edits, 
13,891 building edits, 1,091 damaged features mapped, and 945 damaged buildings mapped. It is believed 
the SSSI National Bushfire Recovery Map-a-thon is one of the largest single mapping events ever held in 
Australasia. 
 

● Young Professionals Mentoring Program. Championed by the SSSI YPs, the Mentoring Program facilitates 
connections between students and early career professionals with experienced practitioners in the 
surveying and spatial sciences industry. In its second year, just over 200 mentors and mentees graduated 
from the program. 
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● Formation of new Special Interest Group – Disaster Management and Recovery. From the SSSI National 
Bushfire Recovery Map-a-thon, there was a clear need for SSSI to form a group to coordinate volunteer 
surveying and spatial science activities when a natural disaster strikes (such as bushfires, floods etc), hence 
the Disaster Management and Recovery group was formed. The group’s mission is to drive collaboration 
and information sharing in relation to surveying and spatial information citizens science initiatives. 

 
● ESP-AP Certification. The Engineering and Mining Surveying Commission has reviewed and updated the 

ESP-AP procedures manual and application form. ESP-AP is formal national recognition that a person has 
the necessary knowledge and experience to competently perform engineering surveys and associated 
activities. It benefits an employee by providing recognition and career opportunities and an employer by 
increasing their credibility to customers. 
 

● MOU agreements. Formalising our relationships with key organisations is critical in fostering a stronger 
collaboration of surveying and spatial professionals in our region and beyond, as well maintaining our 
sustained relevance and opening opportunities for improved learning and knowledge sharing. During the 
past 12 months, MOUs have been signed with: 
 

○ Open Geospatial Consortium (OGC) 
○ Association of Southeast Asian Nations Federation of Land Surveying and Geomatics (ASEAN FLAG)  
○ Pacific Geospatial and Surveying Council (PGSC) 

 
● SSSI Representation. SSSI was represented by our President at several domestic and International events, 

including the: 
 

○ UNGGIM Plenary meeting in New York during August, where the SSSI-OGC MOU was signed 
○ Prime Minister’s Prize for Science Dinner in Canberra in September 
○ Australia New Zealand Land Information Council (ANZLIC) planning day in October in Canberra  
○ United Nations Science Policy Business Forum GeoWeek2019 in November in Canberra  
○ Roundtable discussion Peak Professional Bodies strengthening collaboration with overseas 

Professional Bodies with the Federal Minister for Foreign Affairs in November in Canberra 
○ Future of the Profession, an online panel discussion hosted by Survey and Spatial New Zealand in 

February – our President-Elect participated as a panel member. 
 

● Appointment of Tony Wheeler, Chief Executive Officer.  Appointed in May 2020, Tony has led the spatial 
industry in various forums in the past and has a track record of delivering successful outcomes for the 
Industry. 

 

OUR 2019/20 NATIONAL SUSTAINING PARTNERS 
                  


