Victoria’s career expo season is over for another year
Across 2018, the Surveying Task Force has helped put the surveying
profession front and centre at a number of events across the state, from
career expos, to presentations and the RMIT Experience Surveying Days.
Each date represented a chance to reach out to young people and illustrate
the wealth of opportunities that tertiary surveying study offers – but it is always
our volunteers from the industry to communicate that path. It is these
ambassadors’ enthusiasm for and expertise in surveying that has inspired
students to start down a career path in this field. Across the year, the following
Task Force representatives attended 17 events:
•
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Grand Prix Industry and Innovation Precinct with Taylors: Richard
Cirillo, Taylors; Anthony Poriazis, RMIT; Indira Wittamperuma, RMIT;
Peter Pantic, RMIT; Andrew Bashfield, RMIT
Shepparton Careers Day Out: Brad Sanders, Chris Smith &
Associates; Michael Toll, LMS; Mark Sargent, Spiire
Frankston High School Tertiary Expo: James Canning, KLM Spatial;
Damien Rivalland, KLM Spatial; Joshua Watson, KLM Spatial
The VCE and Careers Expo: Marcus Samuelsson, Land Air; Greg
Horman, Landair Surveys; Michael Swales, Beveridge Williams; Amy
Henwood, Beveridge Williams; Li Chen, Beveridge Williams; Josh
Fisher, Taylors; Zoe Cox, Taylors; Andrew Bashfield, RMIT; Amanda
Li, Digital Land Surveys; Kellie Dean, Spiire; Mary Rabling, Absolute
Surveying; Thierry Demathieu, RMIT
Frankston Mornington Peninsula Career Expo: Jonathan Neate,
Watsons; Cameron Hamilton, Watsons; Steve O’Neill, Watsons; Luke
Svensson, Watsons
Wantirna College Later Years Expo: Thierry Demathieu, RMIT
Xavier College Presentation: James Sprott, CRA Survey; Andrew
Caldwell, CRA Survey
Western Victorian Careers Expo: Don Perry, Ferguson Perry; Tom
Hardman, Ferguson Perry
CBC St Kilda Careers Expo: Scott Jukes, Lyssna Group
Wangaratta Cathedral College Careers Pathway Forum: Rob Steel,
Rob Steel Consulting
Montmorency Careers Expo: Neil Webster, Webster Survey Group
Ivanhoe Girls Grammar School Expo: Amanda Li, Digital Land Surveys
Gippsland Job Skills Expo: Stephen White, SMEC
Limestone Coast Rotary Careers Tertiary Evening: Mark Teakle,
Alexander Symonds
Ballarat Careers Expo: Nathan Farrell, TGM Group

The Surveying Task Force offers heartfelt thanks to these ambassadors for
their passion and support – so inspirational for the surveyors of tomorrow. In
the event that a contributor’s name was left off this list, we sincerely apologise.
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Students hard at work (experience)
School students rely on the Task Force to facilitate work experience surveying
opportunities throughout the year, and we are currently in the swing of things.
The year is already ahead of schedule, with ten students having already
undergone work experience in Victoria. On the horizon, another seven are in
the process of having their placement set up.
It is thanks to the support of our industry community that these work
experience placements can continue to be a success. For students, they are a
chance to learn firsthand from the experts while getting a real sense of how
the surveying profession works – and whether they can see themselves
stepping into those shoes following tertiary study.
From the sound of things, this year’s crop of students have found the
experience as rewarding as past years. Here are a few testimonials…
“This would definitely be a placement I would recommend for any
students interested in design, codes and a mixture of indoor and
outdoor work.
“It was such a great experience and I would definitely do it again.
Everyone is kind, welcoming and always open to questions. Having
work experience placement had definitely made me consider a career
in surveying.”
Sachindi Fernando, following her placement with OnePlan Land
Development Group from 28 May to June 1, organised by Scott Kimm.
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“I would absolutely recommend land
surveying as a work experience
placement. I learnt so much about the
occupation and the kind of things
surveyors do. I enjoyed operating the
instrument and taking all the
measurements required. The staff
were really nice to me and would
happily answer all of my questions. I
also really liked the variety land
surveying offered, as every job we
went out on would be different. I
definitely am more likely to study
surveying as a result of doing this
work experience, as the occupation
interests me.
“Thank you so much for allowing me
this opportunity. It was such a great
experience.”
Marcus Gyaw, following his placement at Lewis Land Surveying from 15 to 19
May, organised by Leighton Lewis.
“The best part about surveying was
going out to work in the field. It was
great to be able to work in a
different situation with different
surroundings every day.
“I would definitely recommend
Surveying to others, in fact I
already have! I would recommend
it because of the variety of the
places of work, being able to use
new and high-tech gadgets, using
a fair bit of maths and being
outdoors.
“I am much more likely to study
surveying in the future and have
already started looking at surveying
courses at different universities.”
Matthew Allsop, following his
placement at Mackie Surveying
from April 16 to 20, organised by
Luke Mackie.
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“The thing that I most enjoyed was the field days where I actually got to
go outside and see how the equipment works. I am definitely more
likely to try out surveying as a potential career especially after having a
taste of it during my work experience.”
Nadia Akbar, following her placement at Reeds Consulting from August
13 to 17, organised by Sharon McLean.
Sharon also delivered a glowing assessment of Nadia’s efforts during her
week of surveying work experience, offering…
“Nadia was great, she was very polite and took on every task set for
her with complete attention and confidence. We are constantly amazed
at how quickly the students pick up the tasks and execute so
confidently. Bright futures ahead of them.”
As ever, we have to offer a huge thanks to all the professionals who lent their
time and expertise when hosting these enthusiastic would-be surveyors.

New opportunities for students on the horizon
Tertiary enrolments are just around the corner and that means that the
Surveying Task Force’s focus turns to furnishing students, teachers, parents
and career advisors with the support they need to make informed decisions.
All the same, we are always looking for more representatives to volunteer in
the future, whether it be supporting the remainder of this year’s work
experience students, or volunteering at 2019’s events. If you would like to
help, please get in contact via trysurveying@alifewithoutlimits.com.au.
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