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The Surveying & Spatial Sciences Institute (SSSI) is the national peak body catering for the professional 
people who make up the spatial information industry. The Land Surveying Commission of SSSI is a 
community of over 750 surveying and spatial science professionals across Australia, New Zealand and 
The Asia pacific who deliver services to the public in the areas of land development, infrastructure, 
positioning, land administration, urban design and planning. 
 
It is a great honor and privilege to be elected as the Chair of the Land Surveying Commission of SSSI for 
the next 2 years.  
 
My involvement in SSSI commenced as a Young professional for ISA in 2000, becoming Chair of the SSI 
YP’s Queensland region in 2007, SSSI Young Spatial professional of the Year in 2009 and Director of SSSI 
from 2016-2020. I am a Registered Land Surveyor, business owner, husband, and father of two boys 
and a passionate supporter and advocate for supporting people and companies to achieve better 
things though advanced knowledge, in particular the knowledge held by Surveying and Spatial science 
professionals.  
 
In this our first video to its members, I would like to take this opportunity to thank Lindsay Perry, our 
immediate past chair for his many years of dedicated leadership and commitment to the SSSI LSC. 
Lindsay as Chair has demonstrated the highest levels of professionalism and commitment in his role 
and his professional colleagues. Lindsay leaves a legacy of optimism and opportunity which will serve 
our commission members for many years to come. I look forward to working with Lindsay as a member 
of our national committee to maintain momentum and improve our value to members. 
 
I also recognise the contribution of regional Land Surveying commission volunteers who have recently 
stood down from serving on committees.  Our commission is privileged to have such dedicated 
volunteers and I look forward to serving with our new committee volunteers in the months and years 
ahead.  
 
There were several highlights for the activity of the SSSI Land Surveying Commission in 2020. Four key 
areas received special focus 

1. Progressing National Certification.  
2. Assisting candidates undertaking Professional Training Agreements for competency assessment 

to obtain their Licensing/Registration with Australian Surveyors Boards. 
3. A national approach to CPD.  
4. A National harmonisation of standards which relate to Surveying. 

 
A number of submissions have been made to external stakeholders in the past year including: - 

• The Infrastructure Australia 2019 Audit stressing the importance of the role of surveyors in the 
delivery of infrastructure projects. 

• A Review of VET Qualifications in Surveying and Spatial Information Services 

• Maintaining the Advanced Diploma as an important pathway enabling students to articulate 
through to Surveying Degrees 



• Draft National Registration Framework for Building Practitioners emphasising the important 
underlying role surveyors have in supporting the building industry activities. 

 
SSSI as the Australian member organisation of the International Federation of Surveyors (F.I.G) 
currently has over 20 members serving on FIG with two representatives chairing commissions; Assoc 
Professor David Mitchell is Chair of Commission 2, and  Daniel Paez is Chair of Commission 7. Rob Sarib 
also Chairs the FIG Asia/Pacific Capacity Development Network. 
FIG Working week in 2021 will be a virtual gathering of surveyors and spatial experts from around the 
globe. This special e-Working week will be accessible from all over the world, allowing the whole FIG 
Community with over 250.000 members from 120 countries to join in the event. To take an active part 
in FIG working week in 2021, please submit your abstract now via the FIG website www.fig.net 
Abstract submissions close on the 4th of January 2021. 
 
In the 2 years that lay ahead, As Chair I would like to build on the good of work the commission has 
achieved in certification, CPD and education and expand our capability to include other new areas of 
opportunity including:   

• close the gap on gender diversity in Surveying 

• Increase the activity and understanding of the importance of positioning within the community 

• Improve cooperation between commissions, members, volunteers, and stakeholders. 

• Advance adoption of new technologies and opportunity in digital transformation particularly for 
BIM and Digital Twins. 

• Influence better process and policy that allows our profession to grow opportunity, become 
more diverse and relevant to the needs of the community. 

 
In the coming months I will work with my fellow committee members to devise a work plan for our 
national and regional committees, so we are making the best use of our limited time as volunteers. 
 
Our commission will be reaching out to actively collaborate with regional and international 
organisations, associations, educational institutions and technical groups to inform our work plans, and 
support progress to best enhance national, regional and global development objectives. 
 
I look forward to working to shape these plans and presenting this you in the months ahead. 
If you would like to be a part of our commission, we would welcome your membership of SSSI. 
Membership applications can be found on the SSSI website.  
 
If you are already commission member and would like to join our regional committees to help shape 
the future of the profession and elevate your professional career in doing so, please drop me a line at 
chair.lsc@sssi.org.au and I would be happy to assist you. 
On behalf of the members of the Land Surveying commission of SSSI we wish you a safe and Happy 
Christmas and look forward to supporting you further in 2021. 
 
Lee Hellen 
National Chair – Land Surveying Commission 
chair.lsc@sssi.org.au 
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