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Hugh Maslin 
Chair 
Civil Contractors Federation (CCF) Tasmania 
Unit 1 / 5 Runway Place 
Cambridge TAS 7170 
 

Industry Training Need – Civil Construction 
GPS Site Set-Out Skills for Survey Technicians 

 
Dear Hugh 
 
The Technical Advisory Group monitoring the development of the Course in GPS Operation met for 
the first time on Monday 23 July 2018. As you would be aware, this project was initiated by the Civil 
Contractors Federation (CCF) Tasmania to address an identified industry training need in the use of 
machine control systems in the civil construction sector. The project is being funded through Skills 
Tasmania and managed by the Tasmanian Building and Construction Industry Training Board. 
 
During the meeting an additional (and critically important) training need was identified for survey 
technicians, who work alongside plant operators on large civil infrastructure projects. This was also 
identified in the GPS Training Needs Analysis undertaken by Jeffrey HR early this year, where it was 
recommended that further research be undertaken into the potential need for higher level training 
in GPS operation for site managers, project foreman, engineers and senior operators.1 
 
The GPS skill needs of plant operators and survey technicians are directly related, and the Technical 
Advisory Group felt it would be beneficial to develop a higher level course for survey technicians (to 
ensure the skills of both occupational groups are closely integrated). 
 
The higher level training required by survey technicians relates to the following stages of large civil 
infrastructure projects: 
1. Design and modelling 
2. Site set-up by accredited surveyors 
3. Site set-out by survey technicians and/or accredited surveyors 
4. QA, audits and as-constructed surveys carried out by accredited surveyors. 
 
Based on the advice of the Technical Advisory Group, I would recommend that CCF Tasmania seek 
additional funding to develop a higher level course in GPS site set-out for survey technicians. 
 
Regards 
 
Andrew Jones 
Project Consultant 

                                                             
1 Jeffrey HR, GPS Training Needs Analysis – Report for the Civil Contractors Federation (April 2018), p7 


