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A 2019 that could not have been without your help 
 
As Christmas and the New Year approaches, the Surveying Task Force is 
looking back on a busy and productive year, while keeping one eye firmly 
trained on an exciting 2020. 
 
As ever, it is the support of an enthusiastic industry body that has ensured its 
success. Throughout 2019, at career events across the state – from the 
massive showcase of the VCE and Careers Expo to the smaller dates that 
took place in small communal school hall spaces – surveying professionals 
have leant their expertise and time to ensure that students, career advisors 
and parents have walked away inspired. 
 
It all built up to the final exhibition of the year; the Career Education Advisors 
Victorian Conference which continues to be a great opportunity to reach 
career advisor professionals from across the state in one central location. 
 
To everyone who have volunteered for this event or any of the many career 
events across the year, please know that your work has been integral in 
promoting the profession. The Task Force offers our most heartfelt thanks. 

 
Equally important is the efforts of 
the Victorian surveying 
community in finding 
opportunities for work experience 
students.  
 
2019’s work experience program 
has seen 18 students thus far 
stepping into surveying firms 
across the state, where some of 
the industry’s finest took them 

under their wing as they learnt about total stations and land boundaries.  
 
This year, we offer the following firms our appreciation for supporting the 
program: 
 

• JR Edwards for hosting Eamon, Ivan and David, all from St Bernard's 
College 

• Reeds Consulting for hosting Maxim from Antonine College, Daniel 
from Overnewton Anglican Community College, and Elizabeth from 
Copperfield College 

• Webster Survey Group for hosting Thomas from Montmorency 
Secondary College as well as Ben from Eltham High School 

• Mackie Surveying for hosting Huy from Braybrook College 

• Heading & Associates for hosting Declan and Ruari from St Bernard's 
College 

• Ford & Assoc. for hosting Jules from St Bernard's College 

• Walsh Mobbs Land Surveyors for hosting Will from Daylesford 
Secondary College 
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• Absolute Surveying for hosting Jack from Camberwell High School 

• Spatial Works for hosting Vu from Trinity Grammar School 

• Adept Surveys for hosting Marcus from Parade College 

• Barker Monahan for hosting Luca from Parade College 

• BR Smith & Associates Surveyors for hosting John from Ringwood 
Secondary College 

 
Thank you to any other survey teams not listed above who have hosted 
students in 2019. Your support is invaluable and most appreciated. 
 

 
Getting ambassador ready for 2020 
 
There are so many exciting opportunities to help the profession get the word 
out about surveying. Sometimes though, these opportunities come out of 
nowhere. One way you can put yourself in the best position to step in when 
the call to help comes: get your Working with Children Check. It is often 
necessary to have this document when you are volunteering in a school or 
educational scenario.  
 
Applying for your volunteer Working with Children Check is easy to do and 
completely free. You can submit for a check online in just five minutes at 
www.workingwithchildren.vic.gov.au. There, you will need to submit your 
details, prove your identity, and if you wish, list our organisational details:   

Surveying Task Force Inc. 
(03) 9326 8173 
trysurveying@alifewithoutlimits.com.au 
Suite 509, 370 St Kilda Road, Melbourne, VIC 3004 

 
You may also have to specify that you plan 
to use the check at educational institutions; 
thus, if you a prompted for an 
organisational code, use 44 and 46.  
Once submitted, you will be asked to follow 
this up with a quick visit to an Australian 
Post outlet to finalise your application. 
Ideally, allow four weeks to receive your 
check, so the sooner you can apply the 
better. 
 
As ever, the Surveying Task Force 
sincerely thanks the amazing, supportive 
industry ambassadors who are so 
committed to promoting the surveying 
brand, and alerting tomorrow’s surveyors to 
everything the profession offers, today. 
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An all-new experience 
 
The RMIT University Experience Surveying Day is back! After a long and 
successful history of inspiring young people to explore surveying as a study 
and career option, this RMIT hosted event took a break throughout most of the 
past year while a new location was sourced following the move to Bundoora 
campus. 
 
In the end, a much more central 
and easy-to-reach location was 
decided upon: Argyle Square 
Station, on the corner of Lygon 
Street and Argyle Place in 
Carlton.  
 
Now, the event is officially back. If 
you become aware of any 
secondary students looking to “try 
out” surveying for the first time, 
this one-hour exercise is a perfect 
way to whet their appetite.  
 
In fact, many attendees have gone on to study surveying at TAFE or 
university, or even just to undertake surveying work experience. That includes 
one of the students at the October 2019 kick-off event, Spencer, who is 
preparing for his first work experience! In describing the RMIT Experience 
Surveying Day, Spencer said:  
 

“I definitely recommend it – it’s a good day to get a sense of what you 
might actually be doing out in the field as a surveyor. If you are into 
maths it is clearly quite ‘maths-y’ given how precise the different 
measurements that these tools can be. It’s generally good fun for an 
hour or so.” 

 
RMIT lecturer and event organiser Thierry Demanthieu remarks of the 
success of first event back: 
 

““We ask them to measure something. They’ve got to pace it, then we 
use an instrument – the total station – to actually measure it accurately. 
We had a few laughs, because all the surveyors in the team at RMIT 
did the same thing as the students… but it turns out that the students 
were actually measuring better than the teachers. 
 
“We got some people aspiring to be surveyors who got blown away by 
all the equipment... I think we’ve got some interest there, so I’m hoping 
that we’ve got a few future students.” 

 
The RMIT Experience Surveying Days now run on the final Tuesday of each 
month at 2pm. To find out more, visit www.alifewithoutlimits.com.au/rmit-
experience-surveying-day. 

http://www.alifewithoutlimits.com.au/rmit-experience-surveying-day
http://www.alifewithoutlimits.com.au/rmit-experience-surveying-day
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On the horizon 
 
Finally, to wrap up this month, we’re excited to tease the arrival of an Aussie-
focused edition of the popular Get Kids Into Survey posters.  
 
Sydney harbour, with the Sydney Opera House dominating the background, is 
the setting for the new poster, which as always will feature colourful 
characters, situations and surveying talking points.  
 
The poster will further increase the opportunities for surveying conversations 
in the classroom. We will be promoting this resource to career advisors and 
teachers alike, with the aim to push this exciting product into primary schools. 
 
You can also order your copies at www.elaineball.co.uk/product-
category/australasia. The posters are free – you’ll only have to pay for postage 
– so if you know any schools, teachers or students that might be able to 
distribute them to classrooms, your help will be invaluable. 
 

 
It’s a promising start to a 2020 which will surely see the surveying profession’s 
profile rise further in schools, career events and in the general community. To 
find out more about this or any of the stories featured here – and to send us 
any photos or surveying stories you may have – feel free to reach out to us at 
trysurveying@alifewithoutlimits.com.au.  
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