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41st FIG General Assembly 

As per normal the General Assembly (GA) was convened over two days, 6th and 11th May 2018.  At 
the first GA only 58 out of 103 member associations were present, however at the second GA, which 
involved “voting”, 71 member associations were in attendance. 

Briefly, FIG is administered by the GA.  Delegates of the member associations, and non-voting 
members such as representatives of affiliates, corporate members and academic members meet at 
the GA to debate and approve policies. The GA admits and expels members of FIG, elects the FIG 
Council, which consists of the President of FIG and four Vice Presidents. Commission Chairs are 
endorsed by the GA, and if there is more than one nominee an election is held.  The GA is also an 
opportunity for member associations to engage and attend to matters relating to Commissions, 
Networks, and Task Forces; and to vote on where the next Working Weeks and Congresses will be 
held. 

Over both days the following highlights were noted – 

• Mr Rudolf Staiger (Germany) was elected as the new FIG President for the term 2019-2022. 
Note Mr Brian Coutts (New Zealand) was the opposing nominee. 

• Ms Diana Dumashie (UK) was return as Vice President for another term ending 2022. 
• Mr Jixian Zhang (China) was elected as a Vice President for the term 2019-2022 
• Both Mr Mikael Lilje (Sweden) and Mr Orhan Ercan (Turkey) will remain as Vice Presidents to 

the end of year 2020. 
• The 2022 FIG Congress will be held in Cape Town, South Africa.  Note the FIG Working 

Weeks prior to the congress will be Hanoi (2019), Amsterdam (2020), and Accra (2021). 
• Commission Chairs for the term 2019-2022 are – 

o Commission 1 - Winne Shiu, China 
o Commission 2 - David Mitchell, Australia 
o Commission 3 - Harmut Muller, Germany 
o Commission 4 - vacant 
o Commission 5 - Daniel Roman, USA 
o Commission 6 - Maria Joao Hemriques, Portugal 
o Commission 7 -  Daniel Paez, Columbia 
o Commission 8 - Marje Louwsma, Netherlands 
o Commission 9 - Ben Elder, UK 
o Commission 10 - Alan Muse, UK 

Note for general information about the Commissions navigate to - 
http://www.fig.net/organisation/comm/index.asp  

http://www.fig.net/organisation/comm/index.asp


• The number of FIG member associations is 103 from 89 countries; affiliate members is 43 
from 41 countries; corporate members is 27; and there are 84 academic members from 50 
countries. 

• FIG recorded another net surplus of approximately €40,000. 
• Reports and presentations from the GA can be reviewed at website - 

http://www.fig.net/fig2018/technical_program.htm  

 

FIG Congress 

The 26th FIG Congress was held at Istanbul Congress Centre, Istanbul Turkey.  The theme of the 
congress was “Embracing our smart world where the continents connect: enhancing the geospatial 
maturity of societies”.  

To support this theme the technical program consisted of four plenary sessions with emphasis on: 

• Urban Development 
• Modern Technology Usage for our Profession  
• Rural Development 
• Spatially Enabled Societies 

There were also 115 sessions over the four days with 400 papers presented on a variety of surveying 
and spatial disciplines. This compromised of –  

• 63 technical sessions 
• Commission meetings and forums 
• 11 sessions with the partners World Bank, UN-Habitat/GLTN and FAO,  
• Workshops – Reference Frames in practice, and BIM 
• Young Surveyors Conference 
• Sub-events and technical tours  
• 3 FIG Platinum FIG member sessions 
• 3 Inspirational sessions 

Refer to http://www.fig.net/fig2018/technical_program.htm for proceedings. 

From inspection there were over 50 exhibitors at the Congress. This consisted of regional supporters 
or vendors, and also FIG corporate sponsors.  The sponsorship and exhibitor packages being offered 
for the Congress was extensive and for more detail please navigate to location – 
http://www.fig.net/fig2018/sponsors.htm . 

Overall this event attract over 2300 delegates from around the world.  For an event of this 
magnitude it was well organised by Turkish Chamber of Survey and Cadaster Engineers.  The facilities 
for technical sessions were adequate, access and speed of Wi-Fi throughout the venue was very 
good, support or assistance was excellent (i.e. session helpers and help kiosks), the food and 
beverage catering for the event was good, and organised social events (although expensive) were 
well attended. This of course enabled an atmosphere amongst delegates of openness, honesty, 
willingness to cooperate, and friendliness, which are not unusual characteristics for a FIG event.  The 
Istanbul location was spectacular with its undulating streets overlooking the Sea of Mamara, the 
waterways “Bosphorous” and “Golden Horn”, and the rich history and culture embedded its built 
environment.  It must also be said that although there were many notices issued by foreign affair 

http://www.fig.net/fig2018/technical_program.htm
http://www.fig.net/fig2018/technical_program.htm
http://www.fig.net/fig2018/sponsors.htm


agencies about personal security, the locals in Istanbul certainly made you feel at ease and the 
general vibe amongst the public was carefree and business as usual.  

Note, it was rumoured that 1300 delegates came from the immediate region and almost 200 
Nigerian surveyors had visa issues and thus could not attend the event.   

 

Congress Activities  

As previously mention the Congress attracted a variety of technical presentations.  I attended 
sessions primarily relating to new technologies, geospatial / geodetic infrastructure, and positioning 
and measurement techniques.  There were many insightful papers and presentations, however one 
session that would be of interest to the Australian cadastral community was the Commission 7 - 
Cadastre and Land Management lead forum that reviewed its recently released publication - “Best 
Practices - 3D Cadastres”.    This 258 page digital publication is a collection of the best known 3 
dimensional cadastral practices from various countries and investigates - Legal foundations; Initial 
Registration of 3D Parcels; 3D Cadastral Information Modelling; 3D Spatial DBMS for 3D Cadastres; 
and Visualization and New Opportunities. The publication is available and can be downloaded via 
website - http://www.fig.net/resources/publications/figpub/FIG_3DCad/figpub_3DCad.asp . Note a 
condensed version will be produced in the near future. 

At this Congress, I also co-authored a paper and delivered a presentation on “The Social, Technical, 
Environmental and Economic Benefits and Opportunities of Accessing and Sharing Geodetic Data”.  
This paper was originally part of UN GGIM AP / FIG workshop that I convened in Kumamoto, Japan 
and was subsequently asked to prepare technical paper for the Congress. 

In my role as FIG Asia Pacific Capacity Development Network Chair I convened a special forum on 
Asia Pacific Capacity Development and was also invited to participate in the United Nations Geodesy 
Sub-Committee on Education Training and Capability Development forum as the FIG nominee.  As 
the titles suggest both forums were intrinsically linked with respect to activities and the plans for the 
future.  Presentations specific to these forums can be found in the formal proceedings, however my 
summary report which was tabled and presented at the second GA is yet to be posted on the web so 
an extract is as follows. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.fig.net/resources/publications/figpub/FIG_3DCad/figpub_3DCad.asp


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In my capacity as acting Director Surveys (NT Government), I attended the Director Generals forum – 
“The Rapid Technological Development Challenges and Management / Leadership”.  This forum 
focused on the role and responsibility of national geospatial agencies to face the challenges of today 
and in the future, and to consider action with respect to the opportunities of the times.   The 
presentations and discussions had an underlying theme of managing automation, artificial 
intelligence and robotisation of our professional services that we provide.  To address these 
challenges it was suggested agencies consider the following –  

• Advocate the value of geospatial information – emphasis its impact on the economy and 
shaping the society 

• Think big and spatial - in particular the spatial analytics and modelling 
• Use your tools - both human and technical 
• Stay current - be agile and responsive to remain relevant 
• Create new services -  discover the user’s needs, present and the future 
• Be free and affordable  - also includes being accessible and open 
• Move quickly and evolve - change is rapid and thus agencies need to react in the same 

manner 
• Get started 

I also attended the Presidents Meeting for member associations.  At this meeting each membership 
association is given the opportunity to report on their recent activities and I reported on the 
challenges being faced by SSSI as one of leading surveying and spatial professional organisations in 
the Asia and the Pacific region.  I advised that the SSSI was preparing a strategic plan that 
emphasises our primary purpose, the directions and activities to (a) maintain relevancy to 
membership and the community, (b) provision of professional development, (c) enhance 



collaboration, and (d) capture new members.  These matters seemed to resonant with other 
member associations. 

I must also mention that I had several discussions with the outgoing FIG Young Professionals (YPs) 
Chair, Ms Eva-Maria Unger (Austria) and incoming Chair Ms. Melissa Harrington (New Zealand / 
USA).  Both were eager to touch base with our representative Roshni Sharma to discuss 
opportunities for Australian YPs for the remainder of 2018, and to formulate regional activities at 
the FIG Working Week in Hanoi (22-26 April 2019) and also SEASC 2019 Darwin.  The YP program at 
Istanbul attracted over 120 young surveyors, and can be viewed via web location - 
http://www.fig.net/fig2018/youngsurveyors.htm . 

Due to my commitment to other meetings and forums and I did not attend the Regional Bodies 
Forum. In my absence I asked Geoff Patterson to attend as an observer, and the Chair of this forum 
Jean Yves Pirlot has promised to send me the minutes of the meeting.  For your information, the 
main purpose of this forum is for professional organisations to share trends, priorities and best 
practices amongst regions and to advise FIG on possible strategies, policies or actions. Note, I 
attended the first meeting of this group last year at the FIG working Week in Helsinki. 

Regarding our (SSSI Board) enquiry about future Working Weeks, a meeting was organised with the 
FIG Vice President Mr Rudolf Staiger, Vice President Mr Mikael Lilje and FIG Director Ms Louise Friis-
Hansen.  These discussions revealed the following – 

• The information and details regarding the bidding application and process for a Working 
Week in 2023 will be release by the FIG Office in late August 2018 

• A proposal to host a Working Week in 2023 will need to be submitted by the end of Nov 
2018. 

• If the proposal meets the criteria and the application is in order then it would be expected 
that at the next FIG Working Week, which is Hanoi (22-26 April 2018), the successful 
applicants will send a delegation and bid for the right to host the 2023 Working Week.  At 
Hanoi the GA will vote to determine the host of the next Working Week. 

• In additional to items required in a formal proposal it is recommended that the proposal 
must also outline-  

o details of a strong and supportive locational organising committee,  
o the experience of a reputable professional conference organiser / team,  
o the event will have support from local conventions bureau; and  
o highlight the reasons and attractions of the Working Week location 

• From my observations, with respect to a possible 2023, careful consideration will also need 
to be given to the following –  

o an united “Americas” may submit a bid for the 2023 Working Week since they were 
not successful for a Congress  

o a bid from Germany for 2023 is probable 
o the cost of the biding process 
o the cost of promoting the FIG Working Week up to the actual event date 
o the bid having a regional approach  

At this meeting I also mentioned details of the SEASC 2019 Darwin and objectives of this event. All of 
the FIG representatives were very interested to receive more information so as to consider FIG 
endorsement and representation.  I advised that a formal letter would be forth coming from SSSI 
and ASEAN Flag in the near future.  In saying that I had several informal discussions with FIG 
Commission, Pacific Geospatial Survey Council, and UN GGIM AP representatives about holding 

http://www.fig.net/fig2018/youngsurveyors.htm


technical forums or meetings at SEASC 2019 Darwin; and also possible sponsorship or exhibition 
support from Leica, Hexagon, Trimble, ESRI, ChinterGEO, and Hi-Target representatives.  All were 
very positive and encouraging in their responses, and I advised once again that a formal offer will be 
sent soon and / or a prospectus would be available for their respective offices to consider.  Note – 
“Bently” were not present at the Congress thus a contact for Asia Pacific needs to be discovered. 

  



Photo Gallery 

L to R – Incoming FIG Council 2019 to 2022 - Louise Friis-Hansen (FIG Director), Rudolf Staiger (Pres. Elect), 
Mikael Lilje (VP), Diane Dumashie (VP Elect), Orhan Ercan (VP), Jixian Zhang (VP Elect) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

L to R - Asakaia Tabua (SG Fiji) , Chryssy Potsiou (FIG Pres), Rudolf Staiger (FIG VP) – Handover of the Pacific 
Geospatial Surveying Council Strategy. 

 

 

General Assembly                                                                                      David Mitchell – Comm 2 Chair Elect.
      



FIG Asia Pacific Capacity Development Network 

FIG Congress 2022 “Cape Town” Delegation 
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